Armerican Acalemy of
Teachers of Singing

The Jonrnal of Singing continues o
pishlish selected provouncenients
mstedd by the American Acadany of
Teachers of Singing. For a brief his-
wry of the organtzation and ity ﬂniqzz@
relationshin to NATS, the readet
veferred 1o the Jowraal of Shuging 58,
o, "E{Sa—- ternber/October 2001}, Since

122, the vear of tis founding, the
a\mm‘mm Academy of Teachers of
Singing has boen actively writing and
dissenminating vapers on all subjects
pertaining (o the téaching of sirpiing.
[nevitable changes in the profession
itself and in mausieal e in general
have sinee demanded that the State-
ments of the Academy periodically be
hrought up to date, The Jomrnal of
Singing has published g nuwber of the
vefurhishod versions, and also has pre-
f\‘iit"md new Staements.

The Azademy published
clanship paper several years ago that
i fact dealt with vocal techuigue. The
Statement, “Musicianship Tradning
for Singers,” is an oridizal document
that addresses significant 1ssues not
covered in the eariier paper; 1 makes
its firstappenrancs in s publication,
Because Statements arise out of the
Academy as o whole mther than vellecr
the thinking of an tdividoal orsmall
group, It is important fo sy the nrga
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nization's membership at the thne off
the dralffing of o partieular Statenent,
The appearance of the Siatements
e journad of Shiging, however, does
nat imply NATS endorsement, nor
does thawr content necessaridy reflect
the phifosophy of NATS or the Jormal
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MUSICIANSHIP TRAINING
FOR SINGERS

"The strong musical foundation dt
connes with thoreugh raining in must

cianship, music theory, and piane is
of utmost importance for the voung
sinder. Sinders often come to music
study much later than their instn
mental colleagues, for whom basic
snsichnsiip fraining oeours at an
garly age. Students and the parents
ving for thelr instruction
shaonatd he made aware of the insufil-
ciency of sinding lessons without the
tralning ity musiciansiip that is re-
guired for the development of a total
musician, Learning the
miusic s fundamental for the musical
mdeperdence of the potential artisy,

Teachers of young smgers must
begin to build musical skills as early
as possible. Tdeally a youny singer
should hegin m]f&,gx rusic reading
skifls, and other clements of musi-
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clanship as edrly s siy Or 5even yéars
of age. Pardeipation in a fine chit-
dren’s choir is an exeellent way to
begin, Such a choral program also cen
inifiate the voullg singer into good
voeal habits and ¢ xperience with
sophisticated musie malking. Vocalises
used to develop voeal skills can be
taught in a way that also develops
avral and sight reading skills,

Barly pians instruction is most
cffective in musicianship training.
Piano study develops music reading
and acguaints the student with coun-
terpaint, harmony, and the opportu-
nity to perform compiete composi-
fions, rather than the one line assigned
to the ginger, On the plano a singer
can begin to develop at a young aie
the musival artistry needed for singing,
Musicality [different from musiciar-
ship) and understanding of musical
style can be significantly enhanced
with carly plano expenience. Another
obvious advantage of piano study s
¢ develops for the singer
to play the entire score of a vocal cos-
position. i financial considerations
prechude the purehase of a piano, therve
are electronic keybosrds available ot
affordahle prices. Studyving voice and
piano on alternate weekly schedules,
i necessary, is o satisfactory way of
pontaining the costs of studying both
IS Ie s
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It is often the case thal singers first
dizcover their musical gifis at Bfteen
or sixteen vears of age in achorus or
school musical production. 1Uis erp-
etat that choral conduciors and school
music reachers have a serious must-
clanship tratning program i place,
Music reading, music theory, and
analysis can be made an lntegral pavt
of the rebearsal process, The initiy
time investient of such an approach
may well be offset by greater efficiency
i learning and memorizing nusic as
well ng in developing musical artistry

After the smusicianship skills of
solfege, sight veading, and plano are
well in hand, the singer should hegin
the formal stody of masic theory, e,
harmony, counterpoing, form and
analysis, twenticth-centurey tech-
nigues, ele. Such study 1s most ettee-
five 1 conjunciion with the historieal

study of musical stvie. 1t is helpful
when teachers of music theory are in
conversation with voice teachers o
learn teaching strategies that best
serve singers,

Throughont the student's vocal
training, the votee teacher should cop-
tfinue w develop the student’s musi-
clanship skills. Singers are well served
when teachers initiate with them the
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life-long practice of srudy and analy-
sis of the music they sing, The abil-
ity to learn musie quickly and aceu
rately is necessary for every young
artist. Singers who mustuse a coach
for fearning notes and rhythms rather
than style and expression put them-
selves and their art at a disadvantage.
Musical independence is the hegin
ning of artistry,

For the Career-Oriented Opera Student

This program of stedy includes:

Opera & recital performanece
Individual imentoring

Dicson & vocal inforprotstion

Plack yity
SUMRKMER IHSTITIE
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Career development
CUpern & recital coaching

Body Movemen! & porfonmance

_Application Deadline: March 1, 2004

Requpst application or fin funher information:

333 6320420 or holiydowningiobhsu.edu
Black Hills State University
1200 Upiversity, Unit 9803
Spaarfich, I 377999003

www. bhsuedw/arts/

Carthage College provides superb career preparation in
voos] music and muste educanion combined with an arts

annd scienee curricubun rooted i the Great Ides.

Qur inrermasionally acclimed froulte make it possible,

For more mforgation, cogtact

L3 Richard Sjoendsiog, Char
Dlepartment of dusic, Carthage College,
Kenosha, W S1140-1994
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SELA5 14038, ext. 5883 = wwwowsthage.edu/muse
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