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With this [inal nowber of the
carrent  volume,
Singig concludes o tull gyele of seri-
al reproductions of selected pro-
nouncements issued by the Ameri-
ean Academy of Teachers of Singing,
Future Statemenis will he published
as they appear and as they address
significant jssues of voice pedagogy.

For a hrief history of the organi-
ration aud s unigue relationship o

NATS, the reader iz referred 1o the
Jorwrnal of Singing 58, no. ¥ Sep/Oct
2001} Stmce 1322, the year of its

founding, the American Academy of

Teachers of Singing has been actively
writhing and disserminating papers on
atl subiects pertaining to the eaching
of singing. Inevitable changes in the
profession itsell and in musical life in
general have since demanded that the
Statements from the Academy be
Browght up to date. The appearanee of
the Staremers i theJoarnal of Shiging
does not mmply NATS endorsement,
nor doss telr content neeessarily e
flect the philosophy of NATS. Readers
are invited to visit the AATS web sire
prwwvciceteachersacademyorgl.
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Advice to Students, Part |

This Stafement, changed {o s
present form in 1987, was originally
prepared 1 1855 in response (o gues
tiops about the possihilities of 4 ca-
rear wither in opera or concert, the
conditions ol study, the amount of
preparation needed, the cost i time
aud money, ete, These recommenda
tiong are intended 1o assist vou, not
w0 diseourage you,

Nobody should undertake a pro-
fesstonal career in singing unless the
call 1o do 56 is imperotive and iree-
sistible. Many sindenis come fo a ma-

jor center without such o call, unpre-

pared to meet the requirements and
diffienlities of its fife. Much waste of
time, money atd health would be
avoidad if aspirants and their parents
or sponsors wauld realize that the
roail 1o success s long and asrduous
and only achieved by those of excep-
tional gifts and staving power.

The whole future of a singer
may be rained by incorrect teaching
in the bedginning: therefore choose
your feacher with as much care a8
vou wottld your doctor

AVOED teachers who make extrava-
gani promises and beguile by flattery,
AVOID who
themselves as “the greatest hiving
awthority”

teachers atlvertise
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AVOID teachers who claim the
diseovery of new and wonderfud
methods,

AVOID teachers who proatse re-
sults in a short or specified tine
Singing is a physical development in
which muscles are trained to coordi
nate. This takes time and varies with
sach individoal,

AVOID weachers who olaim to each
the merhod of some well known
artist with whom they have never
studied, or with whom they have
studied for only a few lessons,
AVOID teschers who offer a fow
tricks as a “cure-all” for vocal s,
REMEMBEER that the most effec
tive teaching reguires personal con-
taet, close observation and constant
relteration.

BEEMEMBER that o beautiful nat-
aral voloe s no more vahoable 1o its
possessor then a beauliful viclin or
prano, [f s just as difficalt w master
one as the mEh;:x: A singer muwt be
frained, no matier how heautiful the
natural veios,

REMEMBER that a thorough moue
sical foundation, autheritative lan-
guages, and general culture are
indispensable,

REMEMBER thot indelligence, (il

genee, defermination, vigorous health,
and adequate fnancial resources are
niecessary for the student of singing.
REMEMBER thay there s no guick
result in the study of singing. The
student shonsld be prepered for an
extended pericd of study. This does
not exclude the possibility of carming
money by singing within this period,
REMEMBER that a career in
stnging is one of enormous difficul-
ty, i which few achiove success,
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Advice 1o Students, Part i
Aspirants to a Professional Career

This Statement, changed {o s
present form m 1997, was arigimally
formsulated in 1977, The American
Academy of Teachers of Singing of-
fers, tn addition to the geneeal state-
ments listed 1 Part §of this State-
ment, the following advice to
students who are faced with a deci-
ston concerning their fature,

Dusing the early years of study,
the guestion avises as to whether the
student possesses those qualities es-
sentind to success in the professional
field. The American Academy be
lieves that a year’s study during that
time should consist of sixty hours of
private lessons covering a peviod of
nine months.

The following are some ques- 7. Is the potential musicianship ad-
tions the student should ask. In az- equate to meet fuiure profes-
riving at a decision, consuliation sionn! standards?
with competent anthorities in the 8. [s there an expressive personali-
fleld of singing 1s strongly advised. ty? Is the personal appearance

appealing?

1. Is the voice adequate or perhaps

esceptional? tive ability?

2. Is the desire to become a singer
based on innate musical talent?

3. Is there vobust heslth, and are

there any physical defects that

b

9. Is thers evidence of interpreta-

10, Is there the reliabilily and re-
sponsibility necessary for all the
demands of professional life?

There s a natural capacity for
T T g .

U‘iﬂ_-ﬂéi be U‘f‘i'.?éf‘-m"« by m;;;;)mg‘ grg;w!h and development in every
Is there mental and emotional 1,0y being. The student who de-

stability? sires to enter the professional field
5. Is there sufficient evidence of s and eventually become an artist must

bitton and drive necessary to be-  constantly have this principle in

come a professional singer? aiingd and practice 11 with the realiza-
6. Is there evidence of an ability 1o tion that, if the process stops, devel

concentrate and o glemorize? ODMENt CEUses,
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