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The Americen  Academy  of
Teachers of Singing was founded in
1922 by fifteon men, all mombers of
the profession of the teaching of
singing. Charter members were Wal-
for L. Dogerl, William & Boady, Dud-
fev Buck, George Fergusson, Yeatman
Giriffith, George Hamlin, Fredevick
H. Haywood, Serget Klibansky, Gard-
ner Lamson, Francis Rogers, Oscar
Saenger, Oscar Seagle, George E.
Shea, Peroy Hector Stephens, and
Hesbert Witherspoon, Women were
atnutted 10 membership o 1983,
The founders were wotivated in
the formation of the cedanization by

a desire to make contributions o the
immprovement of the practice of the
profession from the standpoints of
baoth teaching and ethics—such con-
tributions as they individually conld
wot hope to make and such as a lacde
orgaization wight not find practical
to undertuke, They ook for thelr
province such maliers as, in their
opinian, could best be handled by »
smalt group. Hence, membership in
the Acadenty is by invifation only
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aund i constitutionally lmited to
forty members of the profession of
the teaching of singing. '

Almost immediately, the Acade-
my inifiated a continung pachoe of
publishing the results of imensive
and extensive work by committees
whose reports are given critical con-
sideration by the entive membership,
On the approval of a majority, these
reports are published i the form of
propouncements, or statenments. The
first pronouncement of the Acadenry
was the Code of Ethics, which has
undergone several revisions singe its
appesranee in 1943,

The Academy has had a long
and important relationship with
NATS and, 1 fact, was mstrumental
i its founding. In the Iate 19208 and
carty 1930s, the impact of this dy-
natts organization spread to Chica-
g0 arud, as a result, the Chicago Coue
eil of Teachers of Singmg was
formed. At the Mareh 4, 1840 meet-
ing of thai bady, Richard DeYoung
proposed the forming of & notional
siganization of singing teachers,
with jocal chapters thronghout the
United States, The National Assudda-
tion of Teachers of Singing was
founded on March 23, 1944, by the
American Academy of Teachars of
Singing, tngether with the New York
singing Teachers Associalion and
the Chicago Singing Tenchers Guild,
In fairly recent vears, a number of
AATE publications appeared in
NATS jpournals, although sporadicals
by, and, following dialogue with
Acadermy Vice Chalr Jean Wester
Gredg,

man g, Publications Officer
Rohert Gariside, and Chair Robert

White, the Editor has deotded o svse

tematically publish particularly rele-
vant Academy statements in the

Jowrnaf of Singtng. The statements do

nof necessarily reflect the philosophy
of NATS or unply Hg endorsement,
Readers are invited o visit the
ANTS Web site hwww voice teachers-
academy.org].

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
TEACHERS OF SINGING

Reasons for Studying Singing
{Originally published 1n 1924,

this statersent was changed to is

oresent form in 1997

Stnging frrdifies health, widens ey,
refines the inielligence, enriches the
Iragrination, makes for happiness,
and endows §ife with an added see.

Singing, an athletic event, 1s healfl-
ful: i develops the lungs and purifics
the Blood by empiving more com.
plefely the hungs of used air and fill-
ing them deeply with fresh air

Singing promotes goad body posture
and graceful carriage.

Singing lends expressiveness to the
countenance and animaiion o the
mingd,

Singing, through diffiealties over
come, develops chabacter and in-
creazes poiss and seifconfidence.



Singing strengthens the momory and

self-diseipline, as well as the power of
moment-by-moment concentration.

Singing gives a pleasanier, richer
speaking voice and improved speech,
therehy adding to the charm of
personality.

Singing acquaints one with the -
ney meaning of words, and thus
stiraulates deeper insight info poetry
and prose,

Singing teaches us 10 use the whole
brain {right brain, music and left
brain, language) so as to ereate the
meaning of language and music si-
rultaneously.

Singing will, as a study, train the
mind fo make discriminating choices.

Singing, the only performing art in
which language and music can be
gxperienced and communicated at
the same time, awakens ving inter-
est in the beaufies of music and ad-
miis one to the rich and varied trea-
sure of song lterature.

Singing enables one to understand
antd enjoy more fully the art of great
singers.

Singing, through the absorbing pur-
suit of an ideal, brings new aspira-
tiems and new buoyancey into life.

that develops the fulfillment of indi-
vidual talent,

Singing, even when pursued with no
thought of professionul application,
gives pleasure 1o one’s self and ulp-
mately to one's friends, because s
appeal 1s universal.
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