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ool competitions have become

Foan inereasingly significant fea-
ture in the career development of
the aspiring singer, With this signif-
feonee has come also the nead for an

anereased number of adjudicators
gualified to make decisions of conne
stderable consequence, and for the
provess of adhudication o be con-
ducted with consistent ethicat and
procedurat guidelines, o this pro-
nouncement the American Academy
of Teachers of Singing attempts to
address some of these ssues.

The Academy frst advouates that
all sponsors of voral competitions.—
whether foundations, opera compa-
nies, professional or educational

s organizations—develop clear state-

- ments fo ingdicate:

(1) what the competition specifi-
cally secks to reward—such as vocal
potentind, finished performance,
opersfic projection, stage sommuni-
cation, poetic nusnge-—and what it
considers of losser conseguence.

(2) specific repertory require-
ments—-arias, vl Songs, Oratorio,;

S:aﬁméﬂm/ Cetslen 15958

Adjudication

languages, style periads, length of
nrogram, eig.

{3) specific requirements, if any,
regarding citizenship, residency,

OF age.

(4] specifio rules for the actual
admirsstration and ethical conduct
of the competition itgelf,

The sponsoring organization
should be clear 1n 45 objectives and
should then seek adiudicators whom
it knows to ghare these objeotives,
Likewise, adiudicators who ave
approached by the sponsoring orga-
nization will have full knowledge of
the ohisctives of the organization
and should refuse to participate if
they are not in agreement. Finally,
in this way singers themselves may
make folly informed decisions as to
whether a particular competition is
stitable for them. Onee the obijec
tives and rules have hegn stated,
adindicators have the right fo insist
that they he strictly adhered 1o
throughout the competition,

For the development of a competi-
tion governing statement the

Academy offers the {ollowing sug-
geshions:
(1) The American Acadeny

believes that a sponsoring organiza-

tion has the vight o determine the
eriterta for its competition providing
that correct notes znd rhythms, 1.6,
strict adhereuce to the score, and
correct pronuneiation of languages
is reguired of all cennpetitors equat-
by, Each sponsoring ordanization
shodd also develop specific written
forms for adjiidication to indicate
criteria clearly and to foster consis
teney among the adiudivators,

{2} The American Academy urges
the abandonment of age require-
ments in competitions ather than
those geared to school-age singers.

{3} Inthe actuad admimistration of

the corpetition the American
Academy suggests that

a. adiudication panels comprise an
unieven number of adiudicators,

. adjudicators be drawn from musi-

cal performers reflecting o diversis

ty of ages, experience, and
musical background,
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gach competitor chose his fivst
selection,

notified.)

competitors be ranked on numer-
cal seores, pro-stated i the com-
petition regulations,

in competisions with five or

maore judges, the Towest and
highest rankings be dropped

from consideration.

. adindicators not communivare

with each other during the com-
petitiom performance {with the
exception of repertory selection],
nor engage in any facial expres-
stong, vocal inflection, or body
Langraage which might influence
the performer or the puicome of
the compelition,

adiudivators be urged to make
written or preferably verbal con-
structive criticism available to ali
competitors at the completion of
the competition.
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